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Move aims to o slow virus transmission; new drive- through t test sites planned 


Response teams 
help shoulder 
outbreak burden 


By HALLIE MILLER 
AND MEREDITH COHN 


Amid the coronavirus pan- 
demic, Baltimore seniors and 
people with health conditions 
may need help with tasks that 
require social proximity, such 
as trips to the grocery store, 
pharmacy and banks 

Area medical professionals 
could need child care and 
someone to do the grocery 
shopping so they can stay on 
the job. 

People under quarantine 
might need many of those 
services — plus emotional 
support and someone to walk 
their dogs. 

Within city neighborhoods 
and professional networks, 
volunteers have begun linking 
up to perform just those tasks. 
So far, the number of volun- 
teers at the ready outweighs 
those requesting them. 

“I don’t know if things will 
get worse, but we’re trying to 
have the supports together so 
the able-bodied can step in,” 
said Celeste Perilla, who 
formed in Remington the first 
iteration of what’s become 
Baltimore’s Quarantine Re- 
sponse Network. “Baltimore is 
truly a city of neighborhoods, 
and when it comes down to 
supporting the neighbors on 
your block, it lends itself to 
this organizing model.” 

The micro-level outreach 
comes as Maryland shutters 
schools, restaurants, bars and 
gyms and, under the direction 
of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, le- 
gally caps gatherings to 50 
people. Social distancing, offi- 
cials said, will hopefully “flat- 
ten the curve” and prevent 
mass quantities of sickened 
See TEAMS, page 7 
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CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP 
A woman loads supplies into her car after shopping at a Costco 
store Tuesday in Lenexa, Kansas. 


President moves to 
blunt economic woe 


Trump proposes 
$850B stimulus for 
affected industries 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE 
AND KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Ahead 
of an expected surge in co- 
ronavirus cases, President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday 
moved to blunt the impact of 
the pandemic on the U.S. 
economy, fundamentally al- 
tered by a push for a nation to 
stay home. 

As the global markets fluc- 
tuated amid fears of a reces- 
sion, the president conferred 
with tourism executives as 
well as restaurant leaders, 
retailers and suppliers. His 
administration is expected to 
propose a roughly $850 billion 
emergency economic stimulus 
to address the free-fall while 
considering checks to Ameri- 
can workers trying to make 


their way in an economy 
deeply unsettled by the out- 
break. 

The death toll in the U.S. 
from the new coronavirus 
passed the 100 mark on Tues- 
day after Washington state 
reported six new fatalities, 
bringing the country’s total to 
103. 

U.S. businesses large and 
small are reeling from shut- 
downs, cancellations and pub- 
lic fear about the virus as the 
number of cases rises nation- 
wide. Stocks moved higher on 
Wall Street on Tuesday, a day 
after plunging to their worst 
loss in more than three dec- 
ades. 

And the president again 
urged Americans to follow 
sweeping guidelines that for 
the next 14 days will temporar- 
ily rewrite the norms of soci- 
ety, including for older resi- 
dents to stay home while all 
people should avoid gather- 
ings of more than 10 and their 
local restaurants and bars. 

See STIMULUS, page 16 
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Gov. Larry Hogan announced Tuesday a reduction in public transit effective Wednesday. The cutback includes the light rail, subway and MARC trains. 


Primary shifted 
to June; mail-in 
vote in 7th Dist. 


By EMILY OPILO 
AND TALIA RICHMAN 


Maryland is postponing its 
April 28 primary to June 2 and 
shifting the special Baltimore- 
area congressional election to 
mail-in ballots only — all part 
of an effort to allow citizens to 
vote without jeopardizing 
their health during the co- 
ronavirus outbreak. 

Gov. Larry Hogan issued a 
proclamation Tuesday to 
move the date of the statewide 
primary, which includes the 
Baltimore mayor’s race, U.S. 
House contests and the presi- 
dential primary. Early voting 
will begin May 21 and run 
through May 28. 

Four other states — Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana and Ohio 
— also postponed their presi- 
dential primaries because of 
the outbreak. 

“T have two main priorities 
— keeping Marylanders safe 
and protecting their constitu- 
tional right to vote,” Hogan 
said at a news conference in 
Annapolis. 

Hogan directed the State 
Board of Elections to develop 
a plan by April 3 to carry out 
the primary that addresses 
people’s concerns about the 
election and about preventing 
the further spread of the 
disease. 

Meanwhile, a special elec- 
tion in the 7th Congressional 
District will be held using 
absentee ballots only. It is to 
fill the seat of the late U.S. Rep. 
Elijah Cummings, a Democrat 
who represented parts of Bal- 
timore City, Baltimore County 
and Howard County. 

“While there are many valid 
reasons for unease and uncer- 
tainty right now, ensuring that 
See VOTING, page 7 


By JEAN MARBELLA, 
JEFF BARKER AND 
COLIN CAMPBELL 


Maryland backed off plans 
to cut bus service, but public 
transit passengers will see 
fewer light rail, subway and 
MARC trains, while drivers 
will move to statewide cashless 
toll collections as part of a 
series of transportation 
changes ordered Tuesday by 
Gov. Larry Hogan to further 
limit “people-to-people inter- 
actions” that might spread the 
new coronavirus. 

Hogan also acted to limit the 
number of people at BWI 
Marshall Airport, while sus- 
pending operations of the 
state’s Vehicle Emissions In- 
spection Program so the sites 
can be used for drive-through 
testing for the deadly virus. 

The measures, taken after 
Monday’s shutdown of bars 
and restaurants except for 
takeout, came as 20 more cases 
of the coronavirus were con- 
firmed in Maryland, a 54% 
increase and the largest one- 
day spike so far, according to 
the Maryland Department of 
Health. At least 57 people have 
confirmed COVID-19 infec- 
tions in the state. 

While the state’s first cases 
were linked to travel, the 
growth now — and the greatest 
concern — is in transmission of 
the contagious virus within 
communities. 

The reductions to public 
transportation will affect those 
who already struggle to get to 
their jobs on time and face long 
commutes even when the sys- 
tem is operating at normal 
capacity, said Samuel Jordan, 
president of the Baltimore 
Transit Equity Coalition. 

“These are people who have 
no access to cars and are 
completely dependent on pub- 
lic transit for the most impor- 
tant parts of their lives, particu- 
larly getting to and from work,” 
Jordan said. 

He urged officials and em- 
ployers to consider better solu- 
tions to the coronavirus out- 
break than slowing down an 
already delay-ridden system, 
such as allowing staggered 
work hours. 

The Maryland Department 
of Transportation’s Maryland 
Transit Administration initially 
announced Tuesday afternoon 
that 23 bus routes in the 
Baltimore area would be sus- 
pended, but Tuesday evening 
said it would delay the move. 

“Based on rider feedback, 
MDOT MTA is delaying any 
changes to bus service to work 
with major employers to en- 
See TRANSIT, page 7 


CHANGING 
HIS TONE 


After weeks of trying to play 
down the risk posed by the 
pandemic, Trump strikes a 
more urgent tone as he deliv- 
ers a sobering message to 
Americans. NEWS PG 6 


E The people sickest need 
mechanical ventilators to help 
them breathe, but U.S. doctors 
worry that unless cases are 
curbed, a surge in patients 
could far outpace the supply. 
NEWS PG6 


The Kentucky Derby has been 
pushed, which means the 
Preakness probably will be 
postponed. SPORTS PG1 
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